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Fears, A BANK WITH BALMY BEWS, 
Where nightingales theit notes renews / 
With gallant goldſpinks gar, 
The mavis, merle, andProgne proud, 
The lintwhite, lark, and laverock loud, | 
Saluted mirthful May. ot! 
When Philomel had ba TY * 
To Progne ſhe deplored; att BY | 
How 'Fereus cut out her tongue, veke 1 
And falſly her defſo red. il. <> QT 
Which ſtory, ſo foryg(o 1157) 2407 o1 
To ſhew aſham d ſhe ſeem d 
To hear her, ſo near heerrorn 


1 doubted if Ldream d. 1124 44 q 1 1 ** 
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-* THE CHERRY AND 

THE cuſhat crouds, the corbie cryes, 
The cucko cucks, the pratling pyes 
To geck her they begin: 

The jargoun, or the jangling jayes, 
The cracking craws, the keckling 
They deav d me with their din. [kayes, 
The painted pown, with Argos eyes 
Can on his mayock call, 
The turtle waik on wither'd tree; 
And echo anſwer'd all, 

Repeating, with greeting, 

How fair Narciſſus fell, 


Buy lying, and ſpying y 


His ſhadow in the well. 

I saw the hurcheon and the hare, 

In hidlings, hirpling here and there, 
To make their morning mange: 
The con, the coney, and the cat, 
Whofe dainty downs with dew were 
With ſtiff muſtachoes, ſtrange! [ wat, 


THE SLAE. 3 
The hart, the hynd, the dae, the i 
The fulmart and falſe fox; | 
The bearded buck clamb up the bins 
With birſie bears and brocks: 
| Somefeeding, ſome dreading, 
The hunter's ſubtile ſhares, 
With ſkipping, and tripping, 
They plaid them all in pairs. 
THE air was ſober, ſoft and ſweet, 
But miſty vapours, wind and weet; 
But quiet, calm and clear; | 
'To foſter Flora's fragrant flow' rs; 8 
Whereon Apollo's paramours A 
Had trickld many a tear; 
The which like ſilver- ſhakers ſhin 4, | 
_ Embroid'ring beauty's bed: 2914 
Wherewith their heavy heads declin'd 
All in May's colours cled; | OT 
Some knopping, ſome —_ 
Of balmy liquor ſweet: ' 
A2 


4 THE CHERRY AND 
Excelling in ſmellinſg, 2 
Through Phoebus wholſome heat. 
'METHOUGHT' an heav! _ . 


thing, 


Where dew like fan did hing, 


O'ertwinkling all the trees, 

To ſtudy on the flouriſh'd twiſts, 
Admiring nature's alchymiſts, 
Laborious buſy bees. 


Whereof ſome ſwecteſt * ous, 


To ſtay their lives to ſtarve; - 


And ſome the waxie veſſels cou 


Their purchaſs to — ; O94! 
So. heaping, for keeping, 
It in their hives they hide: 
Preciſelie, and wiſelie, 

For winter they provide. 

ro pen the pleaſures of that pak, 
How ev'ry bloſſom, hone and baſk; 
* the 9 
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THE SAE $5 
J paſs to poets to compiliese 
In high, heroick, ſtately ſtile, 11:5.” 
Whoſe muſe ſurmatches mine. 
But as I looked me —_ 'm ned T 
_ Ifaw a river rina 2ollogq / nig oT 
Out oer a ſteepy rock af Ebene, ou 
Syne lighted in a lin AV 
With tumbling, and: ns. ! 443 \ 
Among the roches round. 


Devalling, and falling 
Into a pit profound 


THROUGH routing of the river rang 
The roches ſounding like a Ty 
Where deſcant did abomnd. 
With treble, tenor, counter, og 
An echo blew a baſſe wenn. ien o2 
In diapaſon ſound. n od thi n 
Set with the U clief... 

With large and long at liſt, i 85 
With quiver, crotchet, ſemibrief, 


5: THE | CHERRY AND 
And not a minim miſt; 


Compleatlie, more ſweetlie, 
She fir d down flat and ſharp, 


Than muſes, which uſes 
To pin Apollo's harp. 


wHo wou'd have tir d to hear we tune 


Which birds corrob'rate ay abune, 


With lays of loveſome larks? 
Which climb ſo high in chriſtal ſkies, 
While Cupid wak ned with the cries 
Of nature's chappel clarks: 

Wbo leaving all the heay' ns above, 
Alighted on the eard. 1 
Lo, how that little lord of love 
Before me there appear d 

So mild-like, and child- like, 

With bow three quarters ſkant, 
Syne moyly and coyly, 

He looked like a faint! 


E \ g * 
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THE SLAZ« 7 

_ A CLEARLY criſp hang o'er his eyes, 

His quiver by his naked thighs, , __ - || 
Hang in a ſilver lace 5 

Of gold, between his 2 . | 

Two pretty wings, wherewith he flew, 
On his left arm a brace. . > 10 7 

This god ſoon off his gear heſhook, 

Upon the graſſie ground, 

I ran as lightly for to look, 

Where ferlies might be found; 

Amazed, I gazed 

To ſee his geer ſo gay, 

Perceiving mine having, 

He counted me his prey. 
HIs youth and ſtature made me ſtout, 

Of doubleneſs I had no doubt; 1 
But bourded with my box. 

Quoth I, how call they ces my le 

Cupido, Sir; (quothihe) and and, 

Pleaſe you me to employ::-r 


8 THE CHERRY AND 

For Lean ſerve you in — bern 

If you pleaſe to impyre, 
With wings to flee; and ſhafts 70 wo. 
Or flames to ſet on fire. 1 

Make choiſe then, of thoſe then, 

Or of a thouſand things 

But crave thetmi, and have them; 
With that I woo'd his wings. he, 
WHAT would you give, my heart, quoth 
To have theſe wanton wings to flee, 
To ſport thy ſp'rit a while? 

Or, what if love ſhould lend thee here, 
Bow, quiver, ſkiafts, and ſhooting-gear, 


Some body to beguile? 70 
This geer, (quoth I) cannot be . 
Yet would Thave it fain. 


What if (quoth he) it coſt thee _—__ 
But rendring all again?: | 1 dou, 
His wings then, he brings then, 
And band them on my back!!! 


THE SLAE 9 
Go flee now, quoth he now, 
And ſo my leave Itake. 
I sPRANG up with Cupido's wings, 
Whoſe ſhoots and ſhooting-gear mee 

Io lend me for a day. | 
As Icarus with borrow'd flight, 
I mounted higher than I might, 
O'er perillous a play: 
Firſt forth I drew the double dart, 
Which ſometimes ſhot his mother, 
Wherewith I hurt my wanton . 
In hope to hurt another; 
It hurt me, or burnt m 
While either end I handle: T 
Come ſee now, in me noẽ-wr 
The butterflee and candle. 
as ſhe delights into the lo-ͤm & 
So mg A nad 7 
As ignorant as ſne; 4 en 
And as ſhe flies, while ſlieis fird,” 
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10 THE:CHERRY AND 
So with the dart that I deſir d, 
Mine hands have hurt me too; 
As fooliſh Phaeton by ſuit, 
His father's. chair obtain d/ 
J longed in love's bow to ſhoot, 
Not marking what it mean'd; 
More wilful, than Kilful, 
To flee I was ſo fond, 
Deſiring, mapyring; g 
And ſo was ſeen upont. 
oo late I knew, who hews too hie, 
The ſpail ſhall fall into his eye, 
Too late I went to ſchools, N 
Too late I heard the ſwallow preach, 
Too late experience doth teach 
The ſchool-· maſter of fools.” 
Too late I find the neſt I ſeek, 
When all the birds are flown: _ 
Too late the ſtable door I ſteek, 
When as the ſteed is ſtoẽowmuin;ʒ; 


THE SLAE. AT 
Too late ay, their ſtate ay, 
As fooliſh folk eſpy, 
Behind ſo, they find o, 
Remeed, and ſo do Il. 
Ix Thadripely been advis'd, 
I had not raſhly enterpriz'd 
'To ſoar with borrowed pens, 
Nor yet had ſey'd the archer- craft, 
To ſhoot my ſelf with ſuch a ſhaft, /, 
As reaſon quite miſkens. 
Fra wilfulneſs gave me my wound, 
I had no force to flee: | 
Then came I groaning to the ground. 
Friend, welcome home, quoth he, 
When flew ye, whom flew ye, 
Or who brings home the booting? 
I fee now, quoth he now, 5 
You have been at the ſhooting. 
as ſcorn comes commonly with ſkaith, 
So I behov d to bide them baitj; 

B 2 


12 THE CHERRY AND 
i So ſtaggring was my ſtate, 
It That under cure I got ſuch check, 
Which might not remove nor neck, 
But either ſtaile or maire: 
5 | Mine agony was ſo extream, 
I ſwelt and ſwoon d for fear. 
But ere I waken d of my dream, 
He ſpoil'd me of my gear, 
Wich flight then, on height then, 
| | Sprang Cupid in the ſkies, 
Forgetting, and ſetting, . 

At nought my careful cries. 
so long with fight J follow'd him, 
| While both my dazled eyes grew dim, 
|} Through ſtaring on the ſtarns; - 
Which flew ſo: thick before my een, 
| Some red, ſome yellow, blew and green, 
| Which troubled all mine harns, 
| || 'Thatev'ry thing appeared two 
| To my parboiled brain, 
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"THE SLA. 13 
But long might I ly looking _ 
Ere Cupid cam again: | | 
Whoſe thund'ring, with wond'ri ring, 
J heard up through the air: | 
Through clouds fo, he thuds ſo, 
And flew I wiſt not where. 
THEN when I ſaw that god was gone, 
And in a languor left alone, 
And ſore tormented too, 
Sometime I ſigh' d, while I was lad, 
Sometime I mus d, and moſt gone mas, 


I doubted what to do: 
Sometime I rav'd half in a rage, 

As one into deſpair: rr iT 
To be oppreſt with ſuch a page, 
Lord, if my heart was fair!. 
Like Dido, CupidPPꝓ + His 7 
I widdle, and I warie, 7521 2A 
Who reſt me, and leſt ne, ** 


In ſuch a feirie- fare. 


14 THE: CHERRY AND 


_ THEN felt Courage and Deſire 
Inflame my heart with uncouth fire, 

To me before unknown: 

But then no in me remains, 

Unburnt or boild within my veins, 

By Love his bellows blown, 

Tadrowmit ere I was devour'd, - 

With ſighs I went about; 

But ay the more I ſchupe toſmoar't, 

The bolder it brake out; 

Ay preſſing, but ceaſing, 0 

While it might brake the bounds, 

Mine bew ſo, forth ſhew ſo, 

The dolour of my wounds. 

WITH deadly viſage, pale and wan, 

More like anatomy than man, 

I wither d clean away. 

As wax before the fire, I felt 

Mine heart within my boſom melt, 

And piece and piece decay 


"THE SLAE. 13 
My veins by brangling like to break, 
My pulſes lap with pith: 
So fervency did me infect, 
That I was vex'd therewith; 
Mine heart ay, it ſtart ay 
The fiery flames to flee: 
Ay houping, through Ms 
To leapat Liberty. 
BUT (O alas!) it was abus dd. 
My careful corps kept it inclus d 
In priſon of my breaſt, ,,, 
With ſighs ſo ſopite and Ger- et, 
Like to a fiſh faſt in a net, 
In dead-thraw undeceaſt: re 
Which though (in vain) ſne * by 
For to pull out her head, — 
Which profits nothing at the length, 
But haſting to her dead; 107 TRIO 
With thriſting, and wriſtin g, # 
The faſter ſtill is ſne: el 
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16 THE cHERRT AND 
There I ſo, did ly ſoo, 
My death advancing to. 


HE more I wreſtled with the wind, 


The faſter ſtill my ſelf I find, 


No mirth my mind could meaſe, 
More noy than I, had never none, 


I was ſoalter'd-ando'ergone, _ 
Through drought of my diſeaſe: 

Yet weakly, as I might, I raiſe, 
My ſight grew dim and dark, 

I ſtagg red at the windleſtraes, 
No token I was ſtark; 
Both ſightleſs and mightleſs; 

I grew almoſt at once: 

In anguiſh, Tlanguiſh, 

With many griveous groans. 
vr ſober pace yet I approach, 
Hard to the river and the roch, $4 


| Whereof I ſpake before 
The river ſuch a murmur made, 


THE SLAE. 
As to the ſea it ſoftly ſlade, 
The craig was ſtay and ſhore. 
Then Pleaſure did me fo provoke, 
There partly to repair; 
Betwixt the river and the rock, 
Where Hope grew with Deſpair: - 
A tree then, I ſee then, |; 
Of Cherries on the braes; 
Below too, I ſaw too, 
A buſh of bitter Slaes- | 
THE Cherries hang about my * | 
Like trickling rubies round and red, 
So high up in the heugh; | 
Whoſe ſhadows in the river ſhew 
Their ſhape as graithly as they grew, 
On trembling twiſts and teugh: 
Whiles bow'd through burden of the 
Declining down their tops; I birth, 
Reflex of Phoebus off the Firth -- + 
Now colour'd — knops. 
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x8 THE CHERRY AND 
With dancing and glancing, 
It rrile as dornick champ, 
Which ſtreamed and leamed, 
| Through lightneſs of that lamp. 
| wITH earneſt eye, while I eſpy 
: That fruit between me and the ſky, - 
N Half gate almoſt to heaven, 
The craig ſo cumberſome to clim, 
The tree ſo tall of growth and _ 
As any arrow even; 
I call'd to mind, how Darms did 
Within the lawrel ſhrink; 
When from Apollo ſhe her hid, 
A thouſand times I think: 
That tree there, to me there, 
As he his lawrel thought, 
Afpiring, but tyring, 
To get the fruit I ſought. 
To climb that craig it was no buit, | 
Let be to preſs to pull the fruit, 


THE SLAE. 19 

In top of all the tree: | | 

I knew no way whereby to come, 

By any craft to get it clum, 

Appearantly to me. 

The craig was ugly, ſtay and dreigh, 

+ The tree long, ſound and ſmall, 

I was afraid to climb ſo high, 

For fear to fetch a fall; 

Afrayed, I ſtayed, 

And looked up aloſt, 

Whiles minting, whiles ſtinting, 

My purpoſe changed off. 

THEN Dread, with Danger, and Deſpair 

Forbade me minting any mair 

To rax above my reach. 

What? tuſh? (quoth Courage) man, go 

He is but daft that hath to do,  --[to» 

And ſpares for ev'ry ſpeech; | 

For I have oft heard ſooth men ſay, 

And we may ſee't our ſelss 
C 2 | 


| 20 THE CHERRY AND 
Ĩ hat fortune helps the hardy ay, 
But pultrons ay repels; 
Then ſpare not, and fear not 
Dread, Danger, nor Deſpair, 
To fazards, hard hazards 
Is death ere they come there. 
wHo ſpeeds, but ſuch as high aſpires? 
Who triumphs not, but ſuch as tires 
To win a noble name? 
Of ſhrinking what but ſhame bend 
Then do as thou would have * 2 
In regiſter of fame. b | 
I put the caſe, thou not n 
So thou with honour die, 
il Thy life, but not thy courage fail d, 
Bnball poets pen of thee; | 
1 Ihy name then, from fame then, 


OCuan never be cut aff. 6 
[] Thy grave ay, ſhall have ay, 

| | That honeſt epitafl. 

| 8 
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THE SLAE,” | 21 
WHAT canſt thou loſe, when honour | = 
* Renown thy virtue ay revives, - JN 
If valiantly thou end. 1 50 
Quoth Danger, huly, friend, take heed, 


Untimous ſpurring ſpills the ſteed, - 
Take tent what ye pretend: | 


Though Courage counſel thee . 


Be war thou kep no ſkaith, N 
Have thou none help but Hope and 
They may beguile thee baith. him, 
Thy ſell now, can tell now, 2 
The counſel of theſe clas 
Wherethrow yet, I trow yet, 


Thy breaſt doth bear the marks. 
BURNT bairns with fire the danger 


So I believe thy boſom bleeds; cat 
Since laſt that fire thou felt: 


Beſides that, ſeindle timesthou 3 n 1 
That ever Courage keeps the keys 
Of Knowledge at his belt. 


22 THE CHERRY AND 
Though he bid foreward with the guns, 
Small powder he provides: 
Be not a novice of that nuns, 
Who faw not both the ſides. 
Fools haſte ay, almaiſt ay, 
O'erſyles the fight of ſome; 
Who luiks not, who huiks not 
What afterwards may come. 
vr Wiſdom witheth thee to weigh | 
This figure in philoſophie, 
A leſſon worth the lear; 
Which is in time for to take tent, 
And not, when time is paſt, repent, 
And buy repentance dear; 
Is there none honour after life 
Except thou ſlay thy ſell ? 
Wherefore hath Atropos that knife? 
I trow thou canſt not tell. 
Who but it, would cut it, | 
Which Clotho ſcarce hath ſpun, . | 
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THE SLAE. | 23 
Deſtroying, the joying, 
Before it be begun? | 
ALL oers are repute to be vice. 
O'er high, o'er low, o'er raſh, o'er 2 
Oer hot, or yet o'er cold; ew bt 
Thou ſeems unconſtant by thy "YOu 
Thy thoughts are on a thouſand things; 
Thou wots not what thou would. 
Let Fame her pity. on thee pour, 
When all th y bones are broken: 
Von Slae, ſuppoſe thou thinł it — q 
Would ſatisfy to ſocken 

Thy drought now of youth now, 

Which dries thee with deſire: 
Aſſwage then thy rage then; 
Foul water quenches fire. 
WHAT fool art thou to die a- thirſt, 
And now may quench it if thou ü, [ 
So eaſily but pain? 5 
More honour is to vanquiſh ane 


14 THE CHERRY AND 

Than fight with tenſome and be tane, 
And either hurt or ſlain. 

The practick is to bring to paſs, 
And not to enterpriſe: 
And as good drinking out of das, 

As gold in any wiſe. 

I lever, have ever 

A foul in hand or tway, 

Than ſeeing ten flying 

About me all the day. (loup, 
Look where thou light before thou 
And ſlip no Certainty for Houp, 
Who guides thee but be gueſs. 
Quoth Courage, cowards take no cure 
To ſit with ſhame; ſo they be ſure: 
I like them all the leſs. 

What pleaſure purchaſt is but pain, 
 Orhonour won with eaſe? 

He will not ly where he is {lain, 
Who doubts before he dies: 


"THE SLAE. 25 

For fear then, I hear then, 

But only one remeed, 

Which late 1s, and that is, 

For to cut off the head. 

WHAT is the way to heal thy hurt? 

What way is there to ſtay thy ſturt? 

What mean to make thee merry? 
What is the comforts that thou craves? 

Suppoſe theſe ſophiſts thee. deceives, 

Thou knows it is the Cherry; 

Since for it only thou but thriſts, 

The Slae can be no bait: 

In it alſo thine health conſiſts, 

And in no other fruit. 

Why quakes thou, and ſhakes thou, 

Or ſtudies at our ſtrife? 

Adviſe thee, it lies thee, 

On no leſs than thy life. | 

ir any patient would be pan d, 
Why ſhould he leap when he is lanc d, 

| D 
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| THE CHERRY AND 

Or ſhrink when he is ſhorn? 

For I have heard chirurgeons fay, 
Oft times deferring of a day 


| Might not be mend the morn. 


Take time in time, ere time be tint, 
For time will not remain; 
What forceth fire out of the flint, 
But as hard match again? 

Delay not, nor fray not, 

And thou halt fee it ſae: 

Such gets ay, whoſets ay 

Stout ſtomacks to the brae. 

THOUGH all beginnings be moſt hard, 
Theend is pleaſant afterward, 


Then ſhrink not for no ſhower 


When once that thou thy greening get, 
Thy pain and travel is forget, 


The ſweet exceeds the fowre: 


Go then quickly, fear not thir, = 
For Hope good hap hath height. 


* 


THE SLAF.: * 
Quoth ue be not ſudden, ſir, 
The matter is of weight. 
Firſt ſpy both, then try both, 
Adviſement doth none ill: " 
Thou may then, I ſay then, 0 
Be wilful, when thou will. T 
BUT yet to mind the * cal, 
Who uſes perils, periſh ſhall, 
Short while their life them laſts. 
And I have heard(quoth Hope) that he 
Should never ſhape to fail the fea, | 
That for all perils caſts, 8 8 
How many through deſpair are dead, A. 
That never perils priey'd? - i 
How many alſo, if mne Wu HT1V7 
Of lives have we reliev di! 
Who being, even ——_—_ dbz od] 
But Danger, but deſpair d. 4104 
A hunder, I Wonder 
But thou haſt heard a, uladT 
D 2 


28 THE CHERRY AND 

ir we two hold not up thine heart, 
Which is the chief and nobleſt part, 
Thy works will not go well: 
Conſidering theſe companions can 
Diſſwade a ſilly ſimple man, 

To hazard for his heal. 

Suppoſe they have deceived ſome, 

Ere we and they might meet, 

They get no credence where we come, 
In any man of ſp'rir. 

By reaſon, their treaſon 

By us is plainly ſpy'd: 

Revealing their dealing, 

Which dow not be deny d. 
wITH ſleekie ſophiſms ſeeming ſweet, 
As all their doings were diſcreet, | 
They wiſh thee'to be wiſe; 
Poſtponing time from hour to hour: 
But faith, its underneath the flow r 
The lurking ſerpent lyes? Rad vol 3; 
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THE SLAE, 29 
Suppoſe thou ſeeſt her not a ſtime, 
Wbile that ſhe ſting thy foot, 
Perceives thou not what precious time | 
Thuy ſleuth doth overſioot. 
Alas man, thy caſe man, 0 H4 
In lingring I lament! oo 
Goto now, and do now, pe 
That Courage be content. | 
WHAT if Melancholy come in, 00) 
And get a grip ere thou _—_ l 91.7 
Then is thy labour loſt; Hie be 
For he will hold thee hard and faſt, 
Till time, and place, and fruit be 1 
And thou give up the ghoſt: 
Then ſhall be grav n upon that 10, 
Which on thy tomb is laid. 
Sometime there liv'd ſuch one, alace! 
But how ſhall it be ſaid? 05 36 L 
Herelyes now, but n you tf 
Into « diſhonour's bed, 2990701 
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A cowart, as thou art, 1 or 
Who from his fortune fled. 

$1 MAGINE man, if thou were laid A 
In grave; and ſyne might hear this ſaid ; 
Would thou not ſweat for ſhame? 

Les, faith, I doubt not but thou would: 
Therefore, if thou have eyes, behold 
How they would ſmore thy fame. 
Goto, and make no more excuſe, 

Ere life and honour loſe; 

And either them or us refuſe, 
There is no other choſe: 
Conſider, together 

That we do never dwell, 

At length ay, by ſtrength ay, 
The pultrons we expel. wo (2: 
at Danger, ſince I kink, 
That counſel can be no command, 
I have no mote to ſa ;: 
Except, if that ye think it goods!” 
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THE SLAE. 37 
Take counſel yet, ere ye conclude, 
Of wiſer men than they; ; 
They are but rackleſs, young and rſh 


Suppoſe they think us fliet, 

If of our fellowſhip ye faſh, 

Go with them hardly be it. | 
God ſpeed you, they lead you | 
Who have not mickle wit; 

Expel us, ye'll tell us en 
Hereafter comes not yet. 
WHILE Danger and Deſpair m_ 0 
Experience came in and ſpeir d, 

What all the matter mean d? 
With him came Reaſon, Wit and Scl. 
Then they began to aſk at Will, 
Where make you to, my friend? 
To pluck yon luſty Cherrie lo, 
Quoth he, and quite the Slae. 
Quoth they, is there no more % 
Ere ye win up the bra: 


32 THE: CHERRY AND 
But do it, and to it, 

Perforce your fruit to olack?. i 
Well, brother, ſome other 

Were better to conduct. 

WE grant, ye may be good enough, 
But yet the hazard of yon heugh _ 
Requires a greater guide: 

As wiſe as ye are may go wrang, 
Therefore take counſel, ere ye gang 


Of ſome that ſtands beſide. | 3 
But who were yon three, ye forbade, F 

Your company right now? . = 

Quoth Will, three preachers, to per- 


The poiſon'd Slae to pow. [ſwade, 
They tratled, and pratled 

Along half hour and mair, 

Foul fall them, they call them, 

Dread, Danger, and Deſpair. 
THEY are more faſhious than of feck, 
Yon fazards durſt not, for their neck, 
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THE SLAE. 

Climb up the craig with us. 
Frae we determined to die, 
Or then to climb the Cherrie tree, 
They bode about the buſh. 
They are condition'd like the cat, 
They would not weet their feet: 
But yet if any fiſh they gat, 


They would be apt to eat. 


Though they now, I fay now, 
To hazard have no heart: 

Yet luck we, or plack we 

The fruit, they would have part. 


BUT when we get our voyage won, 


They ſhall not then a Cherry cun, 
Who would not enterpriſe. 
Well, quoth Experience, ye boaſt: 
But he, who reck'ned but his hoaſt, 
Of- times has counted twiſe. | 
Ye ſell the boar's fkin on his back, 
But bide while ye it get: 
E 


34 THE CHERRY AND 

When ye have done, it's time to crack, 
Ve fiſh before the net. | 
With haſte, fir, ye taſte, fir, 

The Cherry ere ye pow it: 

Beware, ſir, ye are, fir, - 

More talkative than trow it. 

Call Danger back again (quoth Skill) 
To ſee what he can ſay to Will; 

We ſee him ſhod fo ſtrait, 

We may not trow what each one tells. 
Quoth Courage, we concluded els, 
He ſerves not for our mait, 

For I can tell you all perquiere, 

His counſel ere he come. 

Quoth Hope, whereto ſhould he come 
He cannot hold him dum; here: 
He ſpeaks ay, and ſeeks ay 

Delay of time and drifts, 

To grieve us, and deive us 
With ſophiſtry and ſhifts. 


THE SLAE. 35 
QuoTH Reaſon, why was he debar' d! 
The tale is ill, cannot be heard; | 
Yet let us hear him anes. 


Then Danger to declare began, 
How-Hope and Courage took the man, 
To lead him all their lanes: 

How they would have him upthe hill, 
But either ſtop or ſtay; _ 

And who was welcomer than Will, 
He would be foremoſt ay. 

He could do, and ſhould do, 

Who ever would or dought, 

Such ſpeeding, proceeding 

Unlikely wasT thought. 

THEREFORE I wiſht him to beware, 
And raſhly not to run o'er fa. 
Without ſuch guides as ye. 

Quoth Courage, friend, I hear you fail, 
Take better tent unto your tale, 
Ye ſaid it could not be; E . 


=O? 


36 HE CHERRY AND 

Beſides that, he would not conſent, 

That ever we ſhould climb. 

Quoth Will, for my part, I repent, 

We ſaw them more than him: 

For they are theſtayer a 
Ol us as well as he; 

I think now, they ſhrink now, 

Go forward, let them be. 

GO, go, we do nothing but gucks, 
They ſay, the voyage never lucks, 
Where each one hath a vote. 
Quoth Wiſdom gravely, fir, I grant, 

We were no worſe your vote to want, 

Some ſentence now I not,; 
Suppoſe you ſpeak; it but be gueſs, 

Some fruit therein TI find, 

Ye would be foremolt 1 confeſs, 

But comes oft-times behind. 

It may be, that they be 

Deceiv d, that never doubted: 
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THE SEA Be; 37 
Indeed ſir, that head, ſir, 
Hath mickle wit about it. 
THEN wilful Will began to rage, 
And ſwore, he ſaw nothing in age, 
But anger, ire, and grudge: 
And for my ſelf (quoth he) I ſwear 
To quite all my companions here, 
If they admit you judge. 
Experience is grown ſo old, 
That he begins to rave. 
The reſt, but Courage, are ſo cold, 
No hazarding they have: 
For Danger, far ſtranger 
Hath made them than they were. 
Go frae them, we pray them, 
Who neither dow nor dare. 
WHY may not we three lead this one? 
I led an hundred mine alone. 
But counſel of them all. 


I grant (quoth Wiſdom) ye have jd, 
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38 THE | CHERRY AND 
But I would ſpeir how many ſped, 
Or further'd but a fall? 

But either few, or none I trow, 
Experience can tell. 
He ſays, that man may wite but you, 
The firſt time that he fell; 

He kens then, whoſe pen then 
Thou borrow'd him to flie: 

His wounds yet, with ſtounds yet, 
He got them then through thee. 
THAT (quoth Experience) is true, 
Will flatter'd him, when firſt he 28 
Will ſet him in a low, 

Will was his counſel and convoy, 
Will borraw'd from the blinded boy, 
Both quiver, wings, and bow: 
Wherewith before he ſey'd to ſhoot, 


He d neither yield to youth. 


Nor yet had need of any fruit 
To quench his deadly drouth; 


THE SLAE. 39. 
Which pines him, and dwines him 
To death, I wot not how: 
If Will then, did ill then, 
Himſelf remembers now. 
For I Experience was there, 
(Likeas I uſe to be all where) 
What time he wyted Will, 
To be the ground of all his grief; 
As my ſelf can be a prief, 
And witneſs thereuntil: | 
There are no bounds but I have been, | 
Nor hidlings from me hid, | 
Nor fecret things but Lhave ſeen, 
That he or any did. 
Therefore now, no more now 
Let him think to conceabt: 
For why now? ev'n Ino 
Am debt- bound to reveal bt 
My cuſtom is for to declare 


The truth, and neither eek nor pare, . 
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40 THE CHERRY AND 
For any man, a jot. 

If wilful Will delights in od. 
Example in thy ſelf thou ſees, 
How he can turn his coat; 
And with his language would allure 
Thee yet to brake thy bones: 
Thou knows thy ſelf, if he be fare, 


Thou us d his counſel once; 


Who would yet, be bold yet, 
To wreck thee, were not we. 
Think on now; on yon now, 
(Quoth Wiſdom then to me.) 
WELL(quoth Experience) if he 


| Submits himſelf to you and me, 
I wot what I ſhould fay. 


Our good advice he ſhall not "_ 
Providing always that he grant 
To put yon Will away 
And baniſh both him and Deſpair, 


THE SLAE. Al 

So you will mell with them no mair, 
Let them two flyte their fillss. 1. 
Such toſſing, but loſſinmg 
All honeſt men may uſe; ; 
That change now, were ſtrange now, 
Quoth Reaſon, to refuſe. e 
gvoTH Will, fy on him, when he flew, 
That pow'd not Cherries then a new, 

For to have ſtay d his ſturt. blame, 
Quoth Reaſon, though he bear tne 
He never ſaw nor needed den ) 
While he himſelf had hurt. 
Firſt, when he mifter'd not, Py 
He needs, and may not, now 
Thy folly, when he had his fight, pe 
Empaſhed him to pod. 
But he now, and we noc 
Perceive thy purpoſe plain, 
To turn him, and mung nic 
And blow on him again. 
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42. THE CHERRY AND. 


QUOTH Skill, what- would you longer 
Far better late than never thrive, [ ſtrive? 


Come let us help him yet: 

Tint time we may not get again, 
We waſte but preſent time in vain. 
Beware with that, quoth Wit, 
Speak on, Experience, lets ſee, 
We think, ye hold you dumb. 
Of by gones I have heard, quoth he, 
I know not things to come. | 
Quoth Reaſon, the ſeaſon, 

With ſlouthing, ſlides away: 

A man if that yow-may. 
org Will, if he be not a man, 

J pray you, firs, what is he than? 
He looks like one at leaſt. 
Quoth Reaſon, if he follow thee, 
And mind not to remain with me, 
Nought but a brutal beaſt: 


THE SLAE. 43 

A man, in Stay doth 1 

For all your tanting tales; 
Therefore, fir Will, I would ye it 
Your metaphyſick fails: 75 
Go lear yet, a year yet, 

Your logick at the ſchools; 
Some day then, you may then 
Paſs maſter with the mools. © 
(Wornh Will) marvel, what youmean, 
Should I not trow my on two een, 
For all your logick-ſchools? 

If I did not, I were not wiſe: 
(Quoth Reaſon) I have told you ci, 
None fairlies more than fools: - | 
There be more ſenſes than — 1 
Which ye oer-hale for haſte,” 1 
To wit, if ye remember right,. 
Smell, hearing, touch and taſte: 
All quick things, have ſick things, 

F 2 
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44 THE (CHERRY /AND 

By kind ay, we find ar 
Few lacks eee { lis 10 
80 by that conſequence of thine, | Tad 1 
Or ſyllogiſm ſaid likea — u 0 
A cow may learn thee lea: 
Thou uſes only but the eyes, 
She touches, e eee 5 
Which matches thee and mair. I ſees, 
But ſince to triumph ye intend. 
As preſently appears, 161 I bluod? 
Sir, for your clergy to be . 

Take ye two aſss ears 
No myter, perfyteer u, 
Got Midas for his med: 
That hood, ſir, is good, n od 919d T 
To hap your: brain · ſick head. 1 
YE have no feel for to define, i "il 
Though ye have 0 to decline 

A man to be a mool. e, gag A 
With little work yet yemay: vow d, 


THE SLAR 45 
To grow a gallant horſe and good, 
To ride thereon at yoοõt. 
But to our ground where he began; 
For all your guſtleis jeſts,; 
I muſt be maſter of the man 
But thou to brutal beaſt . 
So we two, muſt be two 
To cauſe both kinds be knoun: 000 
Keep thine then, for mine then, 
And each one uſe theit o ẽ6Pmę.. 
THEN Will, as angry as an ape, que 
Ran ramping, ſwearing, rude and rape, 
Saw he none other ſniſt. 
He would not want an inch of's will 
Ev'n whether't did him good or illß/ 
For thirty of. his thriſftt :: 
He would be foremoſt in the ſieid.,. 
And maſter if he mighRt;˖· col V7 
Yea, he would rather die than yieid, 
Though Reaſon had the right. 
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46 THE CHERRY AND 
Shall.he now; make me now, 
His ſubject, or his ſlave? - 
No rather, my father 
Shall quick go to his grave. 
I nercayT him, while mine heart is heal, 
Jo periſh firſt ere he — | 
Come after what ſo may. 

Quoth Reaſon, doubt you meine) 
Ye hit the nail upon * 

It ſhall be as ye ſay. | 
Suppoſe ye ſpur for pin, 

- Your bridle wants a bit: 
That mare _— bein be mire, 
As ſicker as ye ſit; 
Lour ſentence, ne 51 e 
Shall ——— Tits 407] 
And anger you langer, 

When you that vraftick prive. 

as ye have dyted your decreet, 
Your praphecy to be compleet, 


THE'SLAE.” | 
Perhaps and to your pains. ' 
It hath been ſaid, and hath been ſoe, 
A wilful man wants never oo. 
Though he gets little gaiujns. 
But ſince ye think't an eaſy thing 
To mount above the moon, 
Of your own fiddle take a ſpring 
And dance when ye m 000 
If then, ſir, the man, ſiir. 
Like of your mirth he mayy 
And ſpeir firſt, and hear firſt, 
What he himſelf will ſaxg. 
_ THEN all together they began, Y 
And ſaid, come on, thou rar ras = 
What is thy will, adviſe. 9 
Abas'd a bony while Lbade;/ eg 4H 
And mus'd ere I mine anſwer _—_— 7 
I turn'd me once or twice, 
Beholding every one about, 
Whoſe motion mov dme maiſt, 
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48 THE CHERRY "AND 
Some ſeem d aſſur d, ſome dread for 


Will ran red · wood for haſte: ¶ doubt, 


For madneſslike to man; 
Deſpair too, for care too, 


Would needs himſelf go hann: 


nich when Experience perceiv d, 


Quoth he, remember if I rav'd, 


When as he ſwore, nothing he ſaw, 
In age, but anger, ſlack and flaw, 
And canker'd in conceit; 


| Whoall opinions ſpeir'd: 


He was ſo frank and fiery edg'd, 111 70 


He thought us four but fear d. 


Who panſes, what chances, 


Q oth he, noworſhip wins, 
To ſome beſt, ſhall come beſt, 


Who hap well, rack well rins. 


THE SLAE. 49 

YET (quoth Experience) behold, 
For all the tales that he hath told, 
How he himſelf behaves. 
Becauſe Deſpair could come no ſpeed, 
Lo here he hings all but the 1 | 
And in a widdie Waves; 
If you be true, once thou may ſee, L 
To men that with them mells, 
If they had hurt or helped thee, 
Conſider by themſels, 
Then chuſe thee, to uſe thee + 
By us, or fuch as yory'? 
Syne ſoon now, have done now, + 
Make either off or nn. ſceeds 5 
PERCETV'sT thou not, were ö 
That frantick fantaſie, that feeds 

Thy furious flaming firm; 
Which doth thy bailfut breaſt combare, 
That none indeed (quoth he) — 
Nor help thine heatt's deſire? 
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50 THE CHERRY AND 

The piercing paſſion of thy ſp'rit, 
Which waſtes thy vital breath, 

Doth hold thine heavy heart with heat, 
Deſire draws on thy death. 

Thy punces renounces 

All kind of quiet reſt; 

That fever hath ever 


Thy perſon ſo oppreſt: FSkill, 


coULDS'T thou come once acquaint with 
He knows what humours do thee ill, 
And how thy cares contracts; 5 


8 He knows the ground of all thy grief, 


And Recipees of thy relief, 
Alb medicine he makes. 
Quoth Skill, come on, content am I 


Jo put mine helping hand, 


Providing always he appfllixy 


To counſel and command. 
While we then, quoth he en, 
Are minded tammain. ; 


THE SLAE. ST 


Give place now, in caſe now 

Thou get us not again. 

Aſſure thy ſelf, if that we ſhed, 
Thou ſhalt not get thy purpoſe ſped, 
Take heed, we have thee told; 


Have done, and drive not off the day, 
The man that will not when he may, 


He ſhall not when he would. 
What wilt thou do? I would we wiſt; 
Accept or give us Oer. 


(Quoth I) I think me more than bleſt, 


To find fuch famous four 

Beſide me, to guide me, 

Now when I have to do, 

_ Conſidering what ſwiddering 

You found me firſt into. 

WHEN Courage cry'd, a ſtomach ſtout; 
And Danger drave me into doubt, 
With his companion Dread: 


Whiles Will would up above the air, 
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52 THE: CHERRY AND 
Whiles Lamdrown'd in deep Deſpair, 

Whiles Hope held up mine head. 
Such pithy reaſons and replies, 

On ev'ry ſide, they ſhew, 

That I, who was not very wiſe, 
Thought all their tales were true: 

So mony and bony 

Old problems-they propon't, 

But quickly and likely, 

I marvel mickle-on't. 

Yet Hope and PRAISED wan the field, 
Though Dreadand Danger never yield, 
But fled to find. refuge: i 

Yet whenthe four came, they were ſain, 
Becauſe ye gart us come again, 
They grein d to get you judge. 
Where they were fugitive before, 

Ye made them frank and free 

Jo ſpeak, and ſtand in awe no more. 
Quoth Reaſon, ſo ſhould be. 


THE $LAB/'” hs 
Ofi-times now, but:crimes N 
But even perfores it falls, | 
The ſtrong ay, with wrong ay, 
Puts weaker ta the walls, © 
WHICH is a fault ye muſt epnfeſs, 
Strength was not ordain'd to * 
With rigour by the right: 
But by the contrair, to ſuſtaingn 
The loaden, which o erburden d been, 
As mickle as they migt. 
So Hope and Courage a. _ 9 
Experimented like, 
Shew ſKill'd and dy aickas why, 
That Danger lap thedike. - * 
Quoth Danger, take heed, = hou) 
Long ſpoken, mung 3 
Inſiſt not, we wilt not, youll 
We went againſt our will, 1 
WITH Courage ye were ſo content, 
Je never ſought our ſmall eonſunt, 
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54 THE CHERRY AND 
Of us ye ſtood not aw; 


Then logick leſſons ye allow'd, 


And weredetermined to trow't 

Alledgeance paſt for law. 

For all the proverbs we perus'd, 
Ye thought them ſkantly {kill'd: 


Our reaſon had been as well rus'd, 


Had ye been as well will'd 
To our ſide, as your ſide, 
So truly I may term't, 

I ſee now, in thee now 


Affection doth affirm't. 


EXPERIENCE then ſmirking ſmibd, 
We are no bairns to be beguil'd, 
(Quoth he) and ſhook his head: 
For authors who alledges us 
They ſtill would win about the buſs 
To foſter deadly feed. 

For we are equal for you all, 


No perſons we reſpect; 


THE SLAE. 55 
We have been ſo, are yet, and ſhall | 
If we were, as ye are, 2 
We had come unrequird: 
But we now, ye ſee now, uo 
Do nothing undeſir d. 3901 
THERE is a fentence faid by ſome, 
Let none uncall'd to counſel come; 
That welcome weens to be: 
Yea, I have heard another yet, | 
Who came uncall' d, unſerv'd ſhould fit, 
Perhaps fit fo may ye 
Good-man, gramercie for your geck, 
(Quoth Hope) and lowly louts 
If ye were ſent for, we ſuſpect, 
Becaufe the doctors doubt ss? 
Your years now appears now. 
With wiſdom to be vexkt. 
Rejoicing in gloſſin g. A 51% 
- While ye have tint your tet. 
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56 THE-CHERRY AND 
WHERE ye were ſent for, let us fee, 
Who would be welcomer than we, 
Prove that, and we are pay d. | 
Well (quoth Experience) beware, 


| You know not, in what caſe you _ 


Your tongue hath-you betray d. 


The man may able rine a ＋ 


Who cannot count his kinch, 
In your own bow you are berho, 1 
— Sed 1 £5. 
Who wat, ſir, if that, Gr, 

Be ſour which ſeemeth ſweet; 
I nee now." "11 

A dangerous decteet. 

SIR, by that ſentence, ye have ſaid, 
I pledge, ere all the play be _ | 
That ſome ſhall loſe a lk, 
Since ye but put me for to prove 
Such heads, as help for my n 
Your warrant is but weak. 


THE SLAE. 
Spier at the man your ſelf and * 
Suppoſe you ſtrive for ſtate; 
For he regarded not, how he 
Hath learn d my leſſon late: 
And granted, he wanted 
Both Reaſon, Wit, and Skill, 
Complaining, and meaning, 
Our abſence did him ill. 


* 


7 


CONFRONT him farther face to face, 


If that he rue his rackleſs race, 
Perhaps and ye ſhall hear: 

For ay ſince Adam and ſince Eve, 
Who firſt the leaſing did believe, 
I ſold thy doctrine dear. 


What hath been done unto this ho; 67 


I keep in mind almaiſt: 

Ye promiſe farther than ye pay, 

Sir Hope, for all your haſte; 

Promitting, unwitting, 

Your heghts you never hooked: 
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58 THE CHERRY AND 

I ſhow you, I know you, 

Your by-ganes I have booked. 

I wovLD, in caſe account were crav'd, 
Show thouſand thouſandsthoudeceiv'd, 
Where thou was true to one; 

And, by the contrair, I may vant, 
Which thou muſt (though it grieve / 
I trumped ne'er a man; | [thee) grant 
But truly told the naked truth 

To men, that meld with me, 

For neither rigour nor for ruth, 


But only loth to lie. 


To ſome yet, to come yet, 


Thy ſuceour ſhall be ſlight, 


Which I then, muſt try ** 
And regiſter it right. 

Ha, ha, (quoth Hope)and loudly leugh, 
Ye're but a prentice at the pleugh, 
Experience, ye prieve. 

Suppoſe all by-ganes as ye ſpake, 


THE SLAE. 59 


Ye are no prophet worth a plack, 
Nor I bound to believe. 

Ye ſhould not ſay, fir, till ye ſce, 

But when ye ſee it lay. 

Yet (quoth Experience) at the 
Make many mints I may | 
By ſigns now, and things now, 

Which ay before me bears, 
Expreſſing, by gueſling, 
The peril. that appears. 
THEN Hope reply'd, ahd that with piu. 
And wiſely weigh'd his words there- 
Sententiouſly and ſnort. [ with, 
Quoth he, I am the anchor grip: 
That ſaves the ſailers and their p 


From peril to their port. | 
Quoth he, oft-times that anchor drives 
As we have found before; 
And loſſes many thouſand lives, 
By ſhipwrack on the ſhore. 
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60 THE CHERRY 'AND 

Your grips oft, but ſlips oft, 

When men have moſt to do; 

Syne leaves them, and reaves them, 

Of my companions too. 

THOU leaves them not thy ſelf alone, 

But, to their grief, when thou art gone, 

Gars Courage quite them alſe. 
Quoth Hope, I would ye underſtood, 

I grip faſt, if the ground be good; 

And fleets it, where it's falſe. 

There ſhould nofault with — 

Nor I accus d at all, 

With ſuch as ſhould * ſound the 

Before the anchor fal I ground, 

Their leed ay, at need ay, 

Might warn them, if they would, 

If they there, would ſtay there, 

Or have good anchor-hold. 

IF ye read right, it was not I, 

But only Ignorance, whereby 


\ 


4 * 
"THE SLAE. 61 
Their carvels all were cloven: | 
J am not for a trumpet tane. 


All (quoth. Experience) is ane, 

I have my proceſs proven: 
To wit, that we are calbd each . 
To come beſore we came, W 


That now objections ye have none, 
Your ſelf muſt ſay the ſame. 
'Ye are now, too far now, | 
Come forward for to flie: 74 
Perceive then, ye have then, T 
The worſt end of the tree.” / + 
WHEN Hope was gall'd into the quick, 
Quoth Courage, kicking at the prick; 
We let you well to wit, * 9 
Make he you welcomer than we, 
Then by-ganes, by-ganes, farewel abe 
Except he ſeek us yet; 
He underſtands his owneſtate, /- | / 
Let him his chiftains chaſe; 1 
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62 THE CHERRY AND | 
But yet his battle will be blate, 

If he our force refuſe. | 

Refuſe us, or chuſe us, 

Our counſel is, he clim: 

But ſtay he, or ſtray he,- 

We have none help for him. 
Exc the Cherry be his choſe, 

Be ye his friends, we are his foes; 

His doings we deſpite: 

If we perceive him ſettled fac, 

To fatisfie him with the Slae, 

His company we quite. 

Then Dread and Danger grew ſo glad, 
And wont that they had won, 
They thought all ſeald that * had 
Syne they had firſt begun. [faid, 
They thought then, they mought then, 
Without a party plead: 

But yet there, with Wit there, 
They were dung down indeed. 


"THE SLAE. 63 
SIRS, Dread and Danger then (quoth 
Ve did your ſelves to me ſubmit, * 
Experience can prove. 540 
That (quoth Experience) I paſt, 
Their own confeſſion. make them faſt, 
They may no more remove. 
For if they right remember me, 
This maxim then they made, 
To wit, the man with Wit ſhould weigh, 
What philoſophs had ſaid. 
Which ſentence, repentance 
Forbade him dear to buy; 
They knew then, how true then, 
And preſs d not to reply. [down, 
Hou he dang Dread and Danger 
Yet Courage could not be o ercome, 
Hope height him ſuch a hire: 
He thought himſelf, how ſoon he ſaw 
His enemies were laid ſo law, 
It was no time to tire: 
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64 THE CHERRY [AND 
He hit the irn while it was het, 


In caſe it might grow cold: 


For he eſteem'd his foes defeat, 
When once he found them ſold, 
Though he now, quoth he now, 
Hath been ſo free and frank, 
Unſought yet, he mought yet, 

For kindneſs, cund us tha. 
SUPPOSE it ſo, as thou haſt faid, . 
That unrequir d we offer'd aid: 
At leaſt it came of love, 
Experience, ye ſtart n bed 
Ye dow nothing while all be . | 
And then perhaps ye prove 
More plain than pleaſant too perchance, 
Some tell, that you have tryd· 
As faſt as ye your ſelves advance, 

Ye dow not well deny't; 
Abide then the tide then, 11 
And wait upon the wind: 
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Ye know, fir, ye owe; ſir, 
To hold you ay behind. I deeds, 
wHEN' ye have done ſome doughty / 
Syne ye ſhould ſee how all A" 
Towritethemas they were. 
Friend, hulie, haſt not half fo faſt, 
rn laſt I 
Ye buy my doctrine dear. 9d boo 
Hope puis that haſte into your head, 
Which boils your barmie brain: 
Howbe't fool's haſte makes hu peed 
Fair heghrs' t e god 


Such ſmiling, begniing; © I 
Bids fear not for no freets: que. 


Yet I nom, deny now; YYRafgcoOt7 101 
That all is gold that gleets. Nod bo 
$UPPOSE not ſilver all that nine 
Oſttimes a om pogo A 
For buying gear beguels. Ir Altan 
For all the vantage and the e 

1 
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Good buyers gets at the > 
Quoth Courage not the leſs, 
Whiles as good merchants tines as wins, 
If old men's tales he true: 

Suppoſe the pack comes to the pins, 
Who can his chance eſchew? 
Then good fir, conclude, ſir, - 1750 
Good buyers have done baith: , 
Advance then, take chance then, 
As ſundty good ſhips hatn. 
WHo wiſt what would be cheap or dear, 
Should need not traffique but a n | 
If things to come were kend. 
Suppoſe all bygane things be plain, 
Your prophecy is but — 5 
Ye'd beſt behold the end. 9 i Us 9: 
Je would accuſe me of a crime, 
Almoſt before We met; 11 29 
Torment me not before 3 6 
Since dolor pays no. fart: 7 offs 1 


4 
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What by-paſt, that I paſt, bY a0 
Ye wot if it was well: 


To come yet, by doom yet, 

Confeſs ye have no feel. vol by 
YET (quoth Experience) what — 
Who may be meeteſt for the man, 
Let us his anſwer have. * od 1 
When they ſubmitted them to me, 
To Reaſon I was fain to fle, 

His counſel for to crave. 


Quoth he, ſince ye you's ſelves: un, 
To do as Idecreet; Pp 

I ſhall adviſe both Skill e * d Wie, - 
What they think may be meet. 
They cry'd then, we bide then, 


_ 


At Reaſon forrefuge: } © Abe 59 


Allow him, and trow him, 


As governour and judge. 


so ſaid they all with one conſent, 


What he concludes, we are content 


12 
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His bidding to obey: n 
He hath authority to uſe, | {chuſe, 
Then take his choice whombe ould 
And longer not delay. oo 
Then Reaſon roſe, and was rejoic'd, 
(Quoth he) mine hearts, — 6 
J hope the play may be compos d, 
That we may go together... 
To all now, I ſhall noxsggñ 4 
His proper place aſſign, 
That they here; ſhall 3 

They think none other thing 
COME br Hot EY | 
Ye underſtand both good and ill, | 

In phyſick ye are fine; * 

Be medicinet to this an, als. 
And ſhew ſuch cunning as ye can, 
To put him out ↄf pine. 
Firſt guard the ground of all his wich, 
What ſickneſs ye ſuſpect; ail: 


"THE SLAE © 
Syne look what he lacks for relies; 
Ere further he infe&t; - 
Comfort him, exhort him, 5 
Give him your good advice: 
And pance not, nor ſcance not 
The pearl nor the pricGmee.. 
THOUGH hebe cumberſome, wh: 5 
Find out the cauſe n 0! 
And working of his veins; 110). 
Yet while we grip it to the ground). / * 
See firſt what faſhion may be found 
To pacifie his pains ing) 
Do what ye dow to have him hail, 
And for that purpoſe preſſ̃̃ 
Cut off the cauſe, th' effect — 
So all his ſorrows ceaſe: apa | AW 
His fever, ſhall never 50 N 
From henceforth n 
Then urge him, to purge him 
He will not wax the worſe. : ©! + 50 


a 
* ” 


70 THE CHERRY AND | 
QUOTH Skill, his ſenſes are ſo ſick, 
I know no liquor worth a leek, 

To quench his deadly drouth; | | 

Except the Cherry help his heat, 

Whoſe ſappie ſlockning, ſharp and 
Might melt into his mouth, I ſweet, 

And his melancholy reprove, 

To mitigate his minds: 

None wholſomer for his s behove, 

Nor more cooling of ma 1 

No Nectar, directen 0 
Could all the gods him give, | 

Nor ſend him, to mend him, 5 

None like it, E belie dee. 

rox drought decays as it digeſts, 

 Whythen (quoth „* othin 
But how it may be hau. 
Moſt true (quoth Skill) — 
Let we muſt have ſome «py 
— Danger, I am red, Nel 


THE SLAE, 71 
His haſtineſs breeds us miſhap, | 
When he is highly hors'd; 
I would we looked ere welap. 
Quoth Wit, that were not worſt; - | / 
I mean now, conveen nor, 
The council, one and all 1]: 
Begin then, call in ten. 
Quoth Reaſon, ſo Þ ſhall. 8 1 568 
THEN Reaſon roſe with geſture grave, 
Belyve conveening all the lave, 
To ſee what they could fay, r, 
With ſilver- ſcepter in his hanld. 
As chiftain mn 0 10080 | 
And they bent to obey: A ne | : 
He panced long before dis | 
And in a ſtudy ſtood 141 + » 
Syne he began and ſilence 1 _ 
Come on (quoth 3 912 
What way now, we may now 
Yon Chetrie come to catch: iT 
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Eſcape and come to ſkaitd. 


Then neither venture with the one, 


72 THBIGHERRY" a 


Have bo; let us — 21 a 
QuoTH Courage, ſoourge him firſt that 
Much muſing memory Ty J 
J tell you mine intent. 

Quoth Wit, who will not andy: pance, 
In perils periſhes pc | 
O'er rackleſs may repent. 3 
Then quoth Experiece,and fue, 
Sir, I have ſeen them baith : | 
In bairnlineſs, and ly a bac, 


But what now of that noõãs ? 
Sturt follows all extreams Nö 
Retain then, — Had 51 
The ſureſt way it ſeems. tar, 
wHERR” forme has — ſome has 


Where part has periſht; part — 
Alike all cannet luck! 


THE $LAE- 73 
Nor with the other let alone, 
The Cherrie for to pluck. _ . | 
Quoth Hope, for fear folk muſt notfaſh, 
Quoth Danger, let nat light. 
Quoth Wit, be neither rude nor raſh. 
Quoth Reaſon, ye have right. 
The reſt then, thought beſt then, 
When Reaſon ſaid it ſoo. 
That roundly and ſoundß 
They ſhould together go. 
To get the Cherrie all in haſte: - 
As for my ſafety ſerving maiſt. 
Though Dread and Danger fear d 
The peril of that zrkſome way, 
Leſt that thereby I ſhould decay, 
Who then ſo weak appear d: 
Let Hope and Courage hard beſide, 
Who with them went content, 
Did take in hand us for to —Y 


Unto our journey's end: bad © 
K 
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Empledging, and wedging 


Both their two lives for mine, 
Providing, the guiding 
To them were granted ſyne. 


THEN Dread and Danger did appeal, 


Alledging it could not be well, - 
Nor yet would they agree: 

But faid, they ſhould ſound their retreat, 
Becauſe they thought them no ways 
ConduQtors unto me, [meet 
Nor to no man in mine eſtate, 

With ſickneſs ſore oppreſt, 

For they cool ay the nabe gate 
Omitting:oſt the beſt: 

The neareſt,” nd et | 

Is always to them baith, | 
Where they, fir, may ſay, ſir,Ü„ 
Whatracks them of their ſkaith.” 
BUT as for us two, now we ſwear, 

By Him before whom we appear, 


Ld ＋ 

{ 
£1 
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Our full intent is now, 107700 
To have you whole, and always was, 
That purpoſe for to bring to pals, 
So is not theirs I trow. 
Then Hope and Courage did atteſt 
The gods at both theſe parts, 
If they wrought not for all the beſt 
Of me with upright hearts: 
Our chiftain, then lifting 
His ſcepter, did enjoyn 
No more there, uproar there, 
And ſo their ſtrife was done. 

Rebuking Dread and Danger ſore, 
Suppoſe they meant well 23 f 
To me as they had ſworn: - bal 
Becauſe their neighbours ane abus'd, 
In ſo far as they had accus d 
Them, as ye heard beforn 
Did he not elſe( quoth he) conſent, - 
The Cherrie for to pow. -/ // 

K 2 
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Quoth Danger, we are well content, 
But yet the manner how, 

We ſhall now, even all now 

Get this man with us there; 

It reſt is, and beſt is, 

Your counſel ſhall declare. [now 
WELL ſaid, (quoth Hope and Courage) 
We thereto will accord with you, | 
And ſhall abide by them: 
Likeas before we do ſubmit. 

So we repeat the ſamine yet, 

We mind not to reclaim. 

Whom we ſhall chuſe to guide the way, 
We ſhall him follow ſtraighht, 
And further this man, what we may, 
Becauſe we have ſo heght: 

Promitting but fitting, 
To do the thing we can, 
To eaſe both, and n _ 
This ſillie * 


5 
- 4 — . _— 


THE SLAR” ”7 
WHEN Reaſon heard this, then (quoth 
I ſee your chiefeſt ſtay to be, he) 
That we have nam' d no guide: 
The worthy council hath therefore, 
Thought fit, that Wit ſhould go wm 
For perils to provide. | 
Quoth Wit, there is but one of abs! 
Which I ſhall to you ſhow, 
Whereof the firſt two cannot be, 
For any thing I k no-. 
The way here, ſo ſtay here 
Is, that we cannot cim, 
Ev'n o'er now, we four noõẽw © // 
That will be hard for him 
THE next, if we go down about, 
While that this bend of * e ö 
The ſtream is there ſo ſtark,” | i 
And alſo paſſeth wading deep,” 
And broader farthan waer, 
It! ſhould be idle wark: - 
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It grows ay broader than the ſea, 


Syne o' er the lin it came; 

The running dead doth ſignifie 
The deepneſs of the ſame. 
leave now, to dyve now, 
How that it ſwiftly ſlides, 


As ſleeping and creeping, 


But nature ſo provides. 
OUR way then lies about the lin, 
Where by a warren we ſhall win, 
It is ſo ſtreight and plain; 

The water alſo is ſo ſhald, 
We ſhall it paſs even as we wald, 
With pleaſure and but pain. 
For, as we ſee the miſchief grow 
Oft of a feckleſs thing: 

So likewiſe doth this river flow 
Forth of a petty ſpring; 
Whoſe: throat, fir, I wot, fir, 

Ye may ſtop with your nieye: 
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As you, ſir, I trow, ſir 1 7 
Experience, can prieve. 
THAT (quoth Experience) I can, 
All that ye faid, ſince ye began, 
I know to be of truth. 
Quoth Skill, the ſamen I approve, 
Quoth Reafon, then let us remove, 
And ſleep no more in ſleuth. 611 
Wit and Experience (quoth be) 10 
Shall come before apac 
The man ſhall come with Skill man me 
Into the ſecond place. 
Attour now, you four now: 
Shall come into a band, 
Proceeding, and leading 
Each other by the nñanddd. 
as Reaſon ordain d, all obey d; 
None was o'er raſh, none was afraid, 
Our counſel was ſo wiſe 

As of our journey Wit did note, 
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8 THE CHERRY AND 

We found it true in ev ry jot, | 
God bleſs our enterpriſe, 

F or ev'n as we came to the trec, 
Which, as ye heard me tell, 
Could not be clum, there iddenly:: 
The fruit for ripeneſs fell: 

Which taſting, and haſting; 

I found my ſelf reliev d 


Of cares all, and ſnares all, 


Which mind and body griev d. | 
PRAISE be to God my Lord therefore, 
Who did mine health to me reſtore, 
Being ſo long time pin d: 

Yea bleſſed be his Holy name, 
Who did, from death to life, reclaim 9 


Me, who was ſo unkind. 


All nations, alſo * 

This everliving Lord; 07 
Let me with you, and you with me, 
To laud him ay accord! | | 


THE. SLA... 
Whoſe love ay, we prove ay, 
To us above all things. ” Im 
And kiſs him, and bliſs him, 


Whoſe glore eternal rings. 
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A SONNET TO THE 


BLESSED TRINITY. 


UPREAM Eſſence, Beginner unbegun, 
Ay Trinal One, and undivided Three, 
Eternal Word, that victory hath won 
O'er death, o er hell, triumphing on the tree. 
Foreknowledge, Wiſdom, and all · ſeeing Eye; 
Jehovah, Alpha, and Omega all, 
Like unto none, and none like unto thee; 
Unmoy'd, moving the rounds about the ball, 
Container uncontain'd; Is, Was, and Shall 
Be ſempiternal, merciful and juſt; 
Creator uncreated, now I call, 
Teach me thy truth, ſince ints thee truſt ; 
Increaſe, confirm, and kindle from above 
My faith, my hope, but by the leave my love. 


LAMENTATTITON. 


'VE ſinn'd, father, be merciful to me, 

I am not worthy to bè call'd thy child; 
That ſtubbornly ſo long have gone aſtray, 
Not as thy ſon, but as a prod'gal wild: 
My ſilly ſoul, with fin, is ſo defil'd, 
That ſatan thinks to catchit as a prey: 
Lord, grant me grace, that he may be beguil'd, 

Peccavi, pater, alete mei. 


I'm abas'd, Lord, how dare I be ſo bold, | 
Before thy holy preſence to appear? . 1 
Or hazard once the heavens to behold, ; 
Who am not worthy that the earth ſhould bear; | 
Yet damn me not whom thou haſt bought ſo _ , f 
Sed ſalvum me fac, dulcis fili Del. ? | | 
For, out of Luke, this leſſon we may lear; 

Peccavi, pater, mee 


If thou, O Lord, with rigour would revenge, | 
What fleſh before thee faultleſs ſhall be ound? 
Or who is he, e 
To ſin and ſatan from his birth's not bound? 
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Yet of meer 2 thou take ft away the ground, 

And ſent thy Son our penalty to pa, 

To lave fefa eh dae rin hannds mi! n 
| cog ime ee fy 


* 19 494 boitg 6 12g ned vill 2 10% 
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I grant my guilt, and groan to thee for grace: 
Though I would flee, where ſhould I find = " 
In heav'n? O Lord, there is thy dwelling place; 
The Earth, thy foot-ſtool; and to hell, alace! 
Don to thedead; for all myſt thee obey; | 
Therefore oy, white I have time nd Pace, 010 
ten miſerere mi. 


4 ny F 
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sue en Sehe, amb 75 
In ſinners death ſince thou doſt not delight, , 
But rather would they ſhould convert and live, 

As witneſſeth prophets in holy write: 1 
I pray thee, Lord, thy promiſe to perfite 
In me, that. I may with the Plalmiſt fay,, ,  - -, 

I will thy praiſe and wondrous works indue .,,. | 

a Therfore, dear facher, be mereiful to me, 
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LAUREN ATION. Bz 
| Though Ido flide, let me not ſleep in flonth, ': ; 
Me to revive from ſin, let grace beginn 
Make, Lord, my tongue the trumpet of thy truth, 
And ſend my verſe ſuch wings as aredivine 
Since thou haſt granted me ſo good ingine, 
To praiſe thy name with gallant ſtile and gay, 


Let me no more ſo trim talent tine: 
n pater, miſerere mei. 4 
hi vie Ot 1 ; 


My ſporit⸗ to a let ROS ty Per” RE 
Help, Holy Ghoſt, and be mine heav'nly muſe; 
Fly down on me with forked tongues. af fire,” - 
As on tl apoſtles, with thy fear me infuſe; 

All vice expel, teach me Ga to refuſe, 

And all my filthy affections, I thee pray; 

Thy fervent love on me pour night and day, 
Peccavi, pater, miſerere niei. 


\ 


: 
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Stoup, ſtubborn ſtomack, that's been ay ſo ſtout, 
Stoup, filthy fleſh, and carion made of clay; 
Stoup, hardnedd heart, before thy Lord, and ont; 
Stoup, ſtoup in time, defer not day by days: 
Thou wots not when, that thou muſt - 6 
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85 \  LAMENTATION. 

To the great glore, where thou muſt be for ay; 

Confeſs thy ſins, and think no ſhame to ſay, 
 Peccavh, pater, miſerere mei. 


O Great Jehovah, to thee all glore be giv'n, 
Who ſhapt my ſoul to thy ſimilitude; 
And to thy Son, whom thou ſent'ſt down from heav'n, 
When I was loſt, He bought me with his blood; 
And to the Holy Ghoſt, my guider good, 
Who muſt confirm my faith in the right my ; 
In me cor mundum crea, I conclude, 
| O Heay * . be merciful to me. 


THE 
SOLSEQUIUM. 


1 as the dumb Solſequium, with care o'ercome, 
Doth ſorrow, when the ſun goes out of ſight; 

Hangs down her head, and droops as dead, and will 

not ſpread; 8 

But lurks lende through langour, all the ** 

Till fooliſh Phaeton ariſe, with whip in hand, 

To clear the chriſtal skies, and light the land. 

Birds, in their bow'r, waits on that hour, 


THE SOLSEQUIVUM, 87 | 
And to their king a glad good morrow gives: | 
From thence that flow'r likes not to low'r, 


But laugh on Phoebus, op'ning out her leaves. 


3 


So ſtandſt with me, except Ibe, where I may ſee 
My lamp of light, my lady, and my love: g NI | 
When ſhe departs, ten thouſand darts, in ſundry. airts, | 
Thirle through my heavy heart, but reſt or roove. - 

My countenance declares my inward grief, 
And hope almoſt deſpairs to find relief: 


I die, I dwine, pain doth me pine, Lage yo! ov) tA 
I loath on ev'ry thing I look, alas 


While Titan mine, upon me ſhine, 
That Irevive through favour of her grace. 


Fra ſhe appear, into her ſphere, begins to clear 
The dawning of my long deſired day, 0 1 
When Courage cryes on Hope to riſe, fras ſhe ſpies. 
The noiſome night of abſence went away: 8 ; | 
No wo can we awake, nor yet impeſh, 
But on thy ſtately ſtalk I flowriſh freſh : 

I ſpring, I ſprout, my leaves break out, 

My colour changes in an heartſome hew; 

No more I lout, but ſtand up ſtout, 
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O happy day! go not away, Apolloſtay 
The cart from going down into the welt, 
Of me thou makes thy Zodiack, that I may take 
My pleaſure to behold whom I love beſt, 1 
Her preſence me reſtores from death to xiſe, 
Her abſence alſo ſhores to cut my breath, , 
I wiſh in vain'theeto remain, 
Since Primum Mobile doth ſay me nay; 
At leaſt thy wain haſte ſo again, 1 51 
Farewell with n A till her 26011 
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'DECLINA A MALO, ET FAC BON UM. 


LIE, 5 788 ie leave thee, 07 good, 


rel! 
* and both without delay; ö 
| Leſ fe be vin : to o morrow be, 9 | | 


who i is not 1 fit today. 
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His MORNING MUSE, 


Lr * 
| Let ſhame to ſee thy ſelf enſnared ſo; 

Let grief conceiy'd for foul accurſed crime 

Let hate of ſin, the worker of thy wo; 

With dread, with ſhame, with grief, DOOR 
To dew thy checks with tears to deep remorſe, - 


So hate of ſin ſhall make god's love to grow; 
So grief ſhall harbour hope within thine heart; 
So dread ſhall cauſe the flood of joy to flow; 
So ſhame ſhall ſend ſweet ſolace to thy ſmart? 
So love, ſo hope, ſo joy, ſo ſolace ſweet, 5 ditt 
Shall make my ſoul Wm 


Wo, th no batedoth no fach hi 3 


Wo, where ſuch grief makes no ſuch hope proreed! 
Wo, where ſuch dread doth not ſuch joy procure! 
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Wo, where no hate, no grief, 3 no _ | 
No love, no hope, „ eb ee off 


| That plantit by the ryning river grows, 
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Be grace tür un It he wt b ne I9ity 12 
Eſchew ill — py lo da 
Quad Walls get in 
The way of fits eb 02 21691iw £1592 yoo we mals c 
Nor dois begin 

To froth wokkars in wur mel ſaittz 
But in ENS ws LW Iod inch Me i wing 0” 
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That man Mall de ly lee to a fre 
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Quhill Fart des beit in Tyme of beir, widavw 077 
NE e ov. 
11s achens 999 1 b Beth d isse 0 
ay Proper Ru: 
So t A eilig on 931 ou N12dw 0 
To wicket men; bitt as die calf umd fand, od vol of 
Quhilk day by da | 
| Winds drive away: | 


00a t10b amedz unt sind 0 


Thairfore Hap: =: 27 20 18 72 5 280 Y Gs 8:70 18 * £ 
The wicket in thairj „enen palin, u 2:05 wit 
Nor ſinners eom-aacmair, 1; 21! Den Lich 30] bas 
Quhome God diſdains, 
In the aſſembly quhair 8 
Tris jaſtremains. EO . 
Run | 2 I 
He knaws the richteous converſatiohways . |: IN 1 { 
But godles gaits, quhilk he ſo halts, | a 4; £292 as 
| Sall quickly perreiſs, and bot dout de en ei 
5 IHE. TWENTY: THD RE vi} 
* Lord maiſt hie, cee n h nl 
1knaw will be u net N 
An hird to me, roi 1 het yan U 
I cannot Det ng nor 3 
He maks my lain, | {111% eig un Ababa 7A 
In feilds maiſt lg e toi pon Het z ena 
/ Quhair I bot cair, | Nei - 209 01 Your: 20 97: EZ. 
Repoſing at my pleaſure en Tiki , =: vat 
He ſweitly me convoys /| / 2.5 . £4 
To Panne hela: + mom Ade 3 
Quit naethäng mie unyh, nano No 3; 
But pleaſour bring? vaio rig navdali by ir 13 | 
en Wait zl — — : 
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My tabill grows, | ed 11h 
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He dois me leid in ꝓerſyt freid, d 
And for his name he will me nevif leive. dente 107 

THOCHT I wald ſtray, - Sn: ib bod »modu0 
Uk day by day, niadizp dmoz odr at 
In deidly way, „diane He 2a TD 
Zit will I not deſpair; Ifeit non u: lap 101 
For quhy thy grace, 59nd 290 din a wining 5H 
In evry place, (enind dd ed Audop eee bag 3697 
Dois me imbtaoe 210! md 
Thy dee eee eee an. 


In diſpyt of my foes, id £ 


Thou balmis my bead with joy, 
My cup owreflows; boo? 10 ful 175” 
Kyndneſs and ds tr por 2mm ot 


Sall follow me for all my wretched dag, | 


wa: me convoy to endleſs joy e 0 lug 
hevin, quhair I ſall he wich thee always. 2 

CO MPA ee yirigy 15H 

HE bramble growis, althocht ĩt be obſcure, 


And myld Plebyan ſpirits may leif ſecure , 
Qubylis michty tempeſtis toſs imperial mynds. 
FINIS. 


That forſs or feir of fac cannot me grieve : ut > 


Quhylis mountane cederistholes the bouſteous winds, 


